Christmas Promises by Winnie McCormick

Last week, my church
Lit the candle of Hope.

In the following weeks, we light
The candle of Joy, Peace, and Love.
Hope
Refuses to walk with the cynic
Stands by us in the fog of despair
Glows in the darkest of days
Sees possibilities
Joy
Smiles with the newlywed
Fist bumps with little children
Arrives with Christmas carolers
Shouts, dances, sparkles
Peace
Rolls in with gentle ocean waves

Calms the anxious




Stands for Justice
Seeks brotherhood
Love
Weaves in and out of our lives, seeking compassion
Flows endlessly
Cares for all people
Becomes the mainstay of life
Hope, Joy, Peace, and Love

Without them, we are rudderless.



